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The Faith of the Roman Centurion 
Matthew 8

“Truly I tell you, I have not found 
anyone in Israel with such great faith.” 



Isaiah 1
“The multitude of your sacrifices - 

what are they to Me?…Stop bringing 
meaningless offerings!…I cannot bear 
your worthless assemblies…They have 
become a burden to me; I am weary of 

bearing them.”



Malachi 3…“Ever since the time of your ancestors you 
have turned away from my decrees & have not kept 
them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the 
Lord Almighty. “But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’ 

8“Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. “But you 
ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ “In tithes & offerings. 9You 
are under a curse - your whole nation - because you are 
robbing me. 10Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, 

that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says 
the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the 
floodgates of heaven & pour out so much blessing that 

there will not be room enough to store it.”



Matthew 6:21
“For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also.”



Isaiah 1
“When you spread out your hands 
in prayer, I hide my eyes from you; 

even when you offer many prayers, I 
am not listening.”



Malachi 3 
“I the Lord do not change. 

So you, the descendants of Jacob, 
are not destroyed.”



Romans 3:23
“For all have sinned & fall short 

of the glory of God.”



Romans 6:23
“For the wages of sin is death, but 
the free gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.”



Romans 5:8
“But God demonstrates His own love 
towards us, in that while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us.” 



Ephesians 2:8-9
“For by grace you have been 

saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 
not as a result of works (good 
deeds or even religiosity), so 

that no on may boast.”



Romans 10:9-10
“If you confess with your mouth Jesus 

as Lord, and believe in your heart 
that God raised Him from the dead, 

you will be saved; for with the heart a 
person believes, and with the mouth 
he confesses, resulting in salvation.”



In Christ, 
we’re given what we do not 

deserve (eternal life), 
in order not to be given what we 

do (death)



2 Co 5:17-21…“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 
new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 

here! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself 
through Christ & gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 

19that God was reconciling the world to Himself in 
Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And He 

has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20We 
are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 

making His appeal through us. We implore you on 
Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21God made Him 

who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might 
become the righteousness of God.”



Ephesians 2:10
“For we are God’s handiwork, created 
in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us to do.”



Matthew 28:18-20
“All authority in heaven & on earth has 

been given to Me. 19Therefore go & 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father & of the 
Son & of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching 

them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.”



Take stock
What do you most desire?
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Mark 9:29
“And He [Jesus] said to them, 

‘This kind cannot be driven out by 
anything but prayer’”



Matthew 17:5
“This is my beloved Son, 

with whom I am well pleased; 
listen to Him”



 “The Church of any time, 
which cannot or will not be 

open to God’s doing miracles, 
is the object of Jesus’ bitter 

denunciation.”
Frederick Dale Bruner



“It’s a strange thing, how sometimes merely to 
talk honestly of God, even if it is only to 

articulate our feelings of inadequacy & confusion, 
can bring peace to our spirits. You thought you 
were unhappy because this or that’s off in your 
relationship, this or that was wrong in your job, 

but the reality is that your sadness stemmed 
from your aversion to, your stalwart avoidance, 
of God…You cannot work on the structure of 
your life if the ground of your being is unsure.”

Christian Wiman



A firm foundation in the Gospel
Justified - Sanctified



Church life is important for you.
You’re important to church life!



The disciples failed to pray, 
we need not do the same.



“Be present with your want of 
a Deity, and you shall be 
present with the Deity.”

Thomas Traherne



“Be present with your want of 
Jesus, and you shall be present 

with Jesus.”



John 14:12
“…whoever believes in Me will 
do the works I have been doing, 
and they will do even greater 

things than these, because I am 
going to the Father.” 


