
Colossians 3:1-17Better Together



“…you must be born again.” (Jn 3:7)  

‘you were dead in your transgressions & 
sins’ (Eph 2:1) 

’But because of his great love for us, 
God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive 
with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions - it is by grace you have 

been saved’ (Eph 2:4-5) 
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Personal responsibility 
1 Timothy 4:7-8 

“Have nothing to do with godless 
myths & old wives’ tales; rather, train 

yourself to be godly. 8For physical 
training is of some value, but 

godliness has value for all things, 
holding promise for both the present 

life & the life to come.” 



2 Peter 1:3-5 
“His divine power has given us everything 

we need for a godly life through our 
knowledge of him who called us by his 

own glory & goodness. 4Through these he 
has given us his very great & precious 

promises, so that through them you may 
participate in the divine nature, having 

escaped the corruption in the world 
caused by evil desires.”
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9 Inmates - 3 of which are Muslim 
2 times a week - 2 hours a meeting
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“The genuinely human existence which Paul 
commands can’t be reached except through belief 
in the forgiving love of God. Nor can it be reached 
in isolation…Individualism, rightly prized by many 
Christians as a guard against the dangerous idea 
that membership in the church makes individual 

belief & conduct a matter of secondary importance 
[it is not], can easily be twisted in the equally 

dangerous notion that membership in the church 
itself is of comparative insignificance [it is not]. 

NT Wright



God intends Christian behavior to be reinforced & 
upheld by friendship, company, teaching, 

counseling & living criticism of other Christians. 
Not to appreciate this is to lapse into arrogant 
independence of one’s fellow human beings - 

worse, one’s fellow Christians - which is a sign not 
of the new life but of the old”

NT Wright



“Help must come from the outside, and it has 
come & comes daily & anew in the Word of 

Jesus Christ, bringing redemption, 
righteousness, innocence & blessedness. But 

God has put this Word into the mouth of 
people in order that it may be communicated 
to other people. When one person is struck by 

the Word, they speak it to others.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer



God has willed we should seek & find His living 
Word in the witness of a brother or sister, in the 

mouth of a person. Therefore, the Christian 
needs another Christian who speaks God’s 

Word to them. They need them again & again 
when they become uncertain & discouraged, 
for by themselves they can’t help themselves 

without belying the truth. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer



Unity is found in agreement,  
which is the beauty of the true 
Christian life, given we see the 

Scriptures as the final 
authority on life & faith.



No one reads… 
Only 45% of those who regularly attend 
church read the Bible more than once a 

week. Over 40% of the people 
attending are reading their Bibles 

occasionally - maybe once or twice a 
month, if at all. In fact, 18 percent of 

attenders say they never read the Bible.



You have all you need… 
Sunday mornings. Wednesday night 
Community Group. Commentaries & 

books for group study at the touch of a 
button. RightNow Media to study 

alongside a friend via video & 
questions. Bible Apps which give you 

opportunity to study along with others.



Being new in Christ means  
living in light of God’s Word.  

And by studying Scripture in 
community, we grow to maturity 

in Christ with the help  
of fellow Christians.


