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In 2015 a survey was done with 2200 parents of children up to age five… 
- 54% wished they had more information on how to be a better parent;  
- 58% found the idea of parenting small children both motivating & terrifying;  
- 69% stated, if they knew of positive parenting strategies they’d use them.  
- And, more than half of the people surveyed feel unprepared for the role of parenting.   1

Fortunately for us, Proverbs gives us wisdom for how to parent well. Today’s message 
will look at wise parenting advice from the book of Proverbs.  

The job of Christian parents is to instruct their children in wisdom & the fear of the 
Lord, introducing them to Jesus, through word & lifestyle. With them being able to 
witness your own walk of intimacy & conviction with Christ. The parent in the giving 
position, modeling & leading their children, providing opportunity for kids to practice 
faith & charity. Children in the receiving position, obediently observing & practicing 
what they see & hear.  

Have you ever watched baby birds in a nest when mom shows up? They all pop up 
wobbling about with their mouths wide open waiting for mom to feed them. Children 
are like trusting baby birds, they’ll take whatever someone in authority feeds them until 
they can think for themselves. It’s wise to feed them well at a young age to prepare them 
to be discerning with what others will try & feed them in the future. Or to counteract 
what they hear now in school or with friends.  

Ask yourself, where will my children be fed right & strong beliefs & values? 
Where will they see the love, grace, mercy & charity of Christ modeled?  
Where will they gain wisdom & discernment necessary for a godly life?  
Comparatively, how many hours a day are they taught & modeled these things as 
opposed to the opposite?  

Today we begin with two wisdom statements from Proverbs. One to kids. One to 
parents, respectively. Proverbs 1:8-10 states… 
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Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction & do not forsake your mother’s teaching. 
9They are a garland to grace your head & a chain to adorn your neck. 10My son, if 
sinful men entice you, do not give in to them.  

This assumes a parents word & witness are godly. If not, a child still has a heavenly 
Father to which they can listen & rely. And this godly wisdom embedded within a Childs 
soul & thinking will serve as weapons against temptation, making them able to stand 
their ground & not be fooled by those in the world who would lead astray. 

Proverbs 22:6 says… 
Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not 
turn from it.  

Now, you know that’s not full-proof; it's an axiom, a general truth. In other words, 
without healthy habits & values, there is very little chance, outside of divine 
intervention, of these things actually governing a child into adulthood. How could they, 
the kid hasn’t learned  them. But if you embed them at a young age, their chances of 
walking well in the future go up exponentially! That with healthy habits & values taught, 
at least the kid has a choice in adulthood.  

Parents have all the tools, but limited time to influence, and very little control of the 
outcomes. It’s not our job to control, but to model, lead & release, trusting God will take 
our kids further. These are His children more than they are ours. 

Proverbs is believed to be written instructions from King Solomon to his children (1:1). 
Right at the start in 1:8-10, we see that the direction of the passage is parental. The 
speaker as father encouraging his child to listen to the instruction of his parents & not 
forsake, but to apply it. The first instruction he dives into is to encourage his child to 
resist the temptation of sin & sinners (1:10). 

The first emphasis for parenting relates to holy living, with an awareness that God’s 
presence is much more important than worldly success. Hence the well-known passage 
Proverbs 22:6… 
“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from 
it.”  

The word used for ‘way' in the Hebrew here (dereḵ) is often used in Scripture to describe 
a habitual way of living.   A parent in other words is setting standards or patterns in 2

family life, habitual ways of living. 

From these two passages in Proverbs, a theme of wise parenting emerges: realizing that 
the primary goal of parenting isn’t that we raise children who are self-sufficient & 
contribute to society, but that we raise children who know God, since that’s true wisdom 
(Proverbs 2:1-8). Self-sufficiency & hard-work are natural byproducts of godliness. 

 Strong’s Concordance, s.v. “H1870, dereḵ,” https://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=H1870&t=KJV2
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Godliness imparted through family life naturally produces responsible well-rounded 
children. 

Christian upbringing points towards Christ & the Gospel in life. It concerns itself with 
belief, values & character rather than worldly success. Not all of us are equally gifted, 
but everyone can share in equal beliefs & values leading to godly character, and are 
called to unity in them scripturally. Godly character breeds success, but success is 
relative to the gifting of the person utilized leading to happiness & wholeness. So success 
in the Christian life isn’t defined by the worldly power, position, or money a person 
obtains. Rather it concerns itself with character & whether the Gospel is our pursuit & 
how we live out of it. 

One example of this is Ed & Mel Zwyghuizen who have three children; Gabe (19), 
Christian (17), and Greta (15). They call themselves Team Z. In an interview they were 
asked four questions.  

Firstly, “How did you come up with your family motto: “Loving-Encouraging-
Blessing?”  

They said they always knew they wanted to invite their kids to participate in God’s big 
story for the world, but as young parents, they didn’t necessarily know how.  So one day 
Ed looked for some guidance in the concordance in his study Bible under the heading 
‘family’.  

He stumbled upon 1 Peter 3:8-10 which says… 
Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate 
& humble. 9Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil 
with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 10For, 
“Whoever would love life & see good days must keep their tongue from evil & their lips 
from deceitful speech.” 

As this couple reflected on their kids as individuals, they realized each of them was 
gifted & challenged in different areas. When they boiled it down to the essence of the 
passage - loving, encouraging, blessing - it “fit” their family well, and they ran with it.  

Then they were asked, “How do you live that motto out in relation to one 
another?”  

They said they try to be intentional in each decision they make to be sure it reflects the 
larger story & their chosen mission. For example, when the kids were younger, they 
looked around at their culture’s norm - life with endless sports & activities to the point 
where families were running in separate directions so the kids will learn teamwork.  

It hit them, they didn’t want to cart their kids around to loads of activities missing time 
together. So they started exploring what it would look like if their family were that ‘team’ 
to learn teamwork. It provided them with time to be together, to practice loving, 
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encouraging & blessing each other - because in the family is the best place to practice 
these things. One of the most important times they spend is at family dinner. Their 
family table’s sacred. They sit around it almost every night to share not only the meal, 
but also their lives.  

Then they were asked, “How do you live the motto out in relationship with 
others?”  

They said they try to be missional not living just for themselves, but for others as well; to 
be an outward-facing family. One way they do this is by inviting others to join them at 
their family table. Another way is simply by listening to the needs of their neighbors.  

For example, when Greta was 7 years old, she heard about the problems of clean water 
at church & sensed the need. So she started Walk for Water in their community, then a 
nonprofit which gets a majority of its operating budget from this event. They claim it’s a 
joy & privilege to participate in what God’s doing in the world. 

Finally they were asked, “What sacrifices do you think you’ve made as you’ve 
pursued living in these ways - intentionally & missionally?”  

They claim this was the hardest part. They still ask questions like, “Should we have 
gotten our kids involved in that sport or encouraged them to do that job?” But they 
always go back to their main question: “What are we about? What’s our mission?”   3

When you see your parenting role as being a missionary & your children as a great part 
of the mission field, it will change how you view everything else that falls under the 
category of parenting. 

This is a challenge to be so intentional. Part of being a wise parent is realizing God’s 
ultimately in control. Raise children in the path they should go & trust God with the rest.  

The game Yahtzee involves rolling dice to gain points. The full name of the game is 
“Yahtzee: An Exciting Game of Skill & Chance.” Just like so many decisions in life, 
including parenting, there’s an element of chance every time you roll the dice.  

One ministry leader points out… 
“Raising your kids in a stable, loving home can set them up well for the rest of their 
lives, but there’s no guarantee. Lots of things can & do go wrong in our world. Proverbs, 
by their nature, focus on the general rule & not the numerous exceptions to that rule. 
The biblical wisdom books are not ignorant about this. In fact, these exceptions to the 
moral rule are what the books of Job & Ecclesiastes are all about.”   4

 Bethany Jenkins, “Living Intentionally and Missionally as a Family,” The Gospel Coali6on, July 18, 2014, https://3

www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/living-intentionally-and-missionally-as-a-family/

 Tim Mackie, “The Book of Proverbs,” Read Scripture: Illustrated Summaries of Biblical Books, 2nd ed. [Portland: The Bible Project, 4

2019], 42
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But Proverbs reminds us that in everything, including the seeming randomness of the 
roll of the dice, God’s in control, as Proverbs 16:33 tells us… 
The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord.  

This means that when we enter the uncontrollable arena of parenting, we can trust God 
with the outcome and, in the meantime, pursue His calling to raise our children in the 
way they should go. 

Parents live in the uncontrollable arena of parenting for sure. And in our day, there are 
many current issues challenging our families. If you read our church newsletters, I sent 
out a short conversation I had via text with someone last week.  

The person asked…  
“Do you have any books or resources I can use to equip myself with for talking to my 
kids about the whole gender politics/transgender nonsense that is running rampant, 
some biblical but practical content to guard them against and lead them rightly, 
affirm confidence in who they are, etc. This stuff worries me.” 

It should bring concern, but not panic leading us to be proactive in parental leadership.  

My response was, this is a lifelong conversation with them & has more to do with our 
walk & witness before them. Living our faith out before them, allowing them to see our 
confidence as parents in biblical convictions, educating ourselves to be able to answer 
questions when they arise, praying for & with them, embedding the word in our family 
lives to counteract other influences. Inviting them to do ministry with others alongside 
us. 

Tough decisions may have to be made these days given many teachers & school boards 
have made children a target for morally corrupt teachings, and seek openly to 
undermine a parents role. It may now be a matter of protection to either homeschool, or 
put them in a solid Christian school to help them develop before having to be confronted 
with difficult issues.  

But, the answer really comes back to us as parents. How is our walk with Jesus? There 
are resources for you as parents to develop your own faith & knowledge of the Word to 
become even more confident in your ability to present life in Christ in a productive way. 

If your kids are young, or you don’t have any yet & you’re thinking about this now, 
you’re in a good spot, since it means you can develop a family life even further than you 
have which speaks of conviction, knowledge & faith in Christ in healthy ways. Mom & 
Dad are still King & Queen, Beginning & End for our kids at young ages. Your influence 
now will define your influence & ability to navigate with them in the future. If you’re 
seen as joyous, faith-filled, confident, convicted parents, they will respond well. Parents 
who walk with Christ well, incorporating that into family life. 
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Remember, when confronted with competing messages from society as it relates to the 
Gospel, 2 Co 10:5 says… 
We demolish arguments & every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of 
God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.  

We can process with our kids when they are fed competing ideologies. Taking the 
thoughts & messages they receive out there, comparing them to the Scripture, with the 
constant conviction that Scripture is king, the very words of God to humanity. 

We do this by practicing the Shema of Israel found in Deuteronomy 6:4-9 which 
directs… 
Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart & with all your soul & with all your strength. 6These commandments that I 
give you today are to be on your hearts. 7Impress them on your children. Talk about 
them when you sit at home & when you walk along the road, when you lie down & 
when you get up. 8Tie them as symbols on your hands & bind them on your foreheads. 
9Write them on the doorframes of your houses & on your gates. 

Notice how comprehensive this faith-life is, we do it everywhere, at all times. This 
holistic love of God is lived out completely before our families & community.  

A couple of good questions for us as parents & children…Are we growing in the 
knowledge of God, taking all thought captive to Him? Are we relying on the wisdom of 
God rather than cultural narratives? Are we creating the kind of homes of which the 
Shema of Deuteronomy 6 speaks? 

Moms & Dads, this week, pursue Jesus, allow your kids to watch, invite them into that 
relationship. Pray with & for them. Memorize Scripture together. Have devotionals. 
Discuss issues against the Bible. Educated yourself. Ask me for resources if you need 
them. Fill your house with Christian music, media & books. Bring your kids to church 
always, get them in the habit of Christian fellowship. Make your home & life one which 
reflects the Shema in Deuteronomy 6. Find ways to invest wisdom into your children & 
then place them in God’s hands, trusting He’s in control. 

Kids, love & listen to your parents. Give them the respect they deserve. You can learn 
something from even the worst parent, even if it’s how not to be. But most of us have 
very decent parents. Stop kicking against the goads, and listen well, since your parents 
are for you, not against you! And more importantly, God is for you! 
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Some good books to help you are… 
Rosario Butterfield: 'Secrets thoughts of an Unlikely Convert' | 'Openness 
Unhindered’.  
Nancy Pearcey: ‘Love thy Body’  
Abigail Strier: ‘Irreversible Damage’  
Alisa Childers: ‘Another Gospel?: A Lifelong Christian Seeks Truth in Response to 
Progressive Christianity’  
Lee Strobel: ‘The Case for Christ: A Journalist's Personal Investigation of the Evidence 
for Jesus’ He also has a series for kids & teenagers as well.  

My wife is currently reading a few other children’s books which are helpful in this area, 
you can ask her about them (kids@sixeight.org). 
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