




“My son, pay attention to what I say; turn your ear to 
my words. 21Do not let them out of your sight, keep 
them within your heart; 22for they are life to those 
who find them and health to one’s whole body. 23Above 
all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows 
from it. 24Keep your mouth free of perversity; keep 
corrupt talk far from your lips. 25Let your eyes look 
straight ahead; fix your gaze directly before you. 
26Give careful thought to the paths for your feet and be 
steadfast in all your ways. 27Do not turn to the right or 
the left; keep your foot from evil.”
Proverbs 4:20-27



“The words of the reckless pierce like 
swords, but the tongue of the wise 
brings healing.”

Proverbs 12:18



Lowering Standards - Savior/Lord



“The way to preserve the peace 
of the church is to preserve the 

purity of it.”

Matthew Henry



“A church without discipline  
can hardly count as a church.”

(Gregg Wills)

“When discipline leaves a church,  
Christ goes with it.”

(John Dagg)

“If we can’t say what something is not,  
we can’t very well say what it is.”

(Mark Devers)



There are three things that 
necessitate church discipline:  

1. Major moral issues,  
2. Major doctrinal issues  

3. Major lawlessness  
characterized by divisiveness.

(D.A. Carson)



“The judgment of the Church is the 
instrument of God’s love, and the 
moment it is accepted in the sinful 

soul it begins to work as a 
redemptive force.” 

(James Denny)



Ephesians 4:29 
Do not let any unwholesome talk 

come out of your mouths, but only 
what is helpful for building others 
up according to their needs, that it 

may benefit those who listen.



Bulgarian  
Umbrella



Not many of you should become 
teachers, my fellow believers, because 
you know that we who teach will be 

judged more strictly. 2We all stumble 
in many ways. Anyone who is never at 
fault in what they say is perfect, able to 

keep their whole body in check.

James 3:1-10



3When we put bits into the mouths of horses to 
make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal. 
4Or take ships as an example. Although they are so 

large and are driven by strong winds, they are 
steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot 
wants to go. 5Likewise, the tongue is a small part 
of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider 

what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 

James 3:1-10



6The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among 
the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole 

body, sets the whole course of one’s life on fire, 
and is itself set on fire by hell. 7All kinds of 

animals, birds, reptiles and sea creatures are 
being tamed and have been tamed by mankind, 
8but no human being can tame the tongue. It is 

a restless evil, full of deadly poison.

James 3:1-10



9With the tongue we praise our Lord 
and Father, and with it we curse human 

beings, who have been made in God’s 
likeness. 10Out of the same mouth 

come praise & cursing. My brothers & 
sisters, this should not be.

James 3:1-10



But I tell you that everyone will 
have to give account on the day of 
judgment for every empty word 

they have spoken.

Matthew 12:36



“How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire!  
And the tongue is a fire” James 3:5-6



God disciplines us for our 
good, in order that we may 

share in his holiness.

Hebrews 12:10b



Ungodly Speech 
Lying | Exaggeratng | Saying ‘yes' when we 

mean ‘no’ | Being silent when we should speak 
| Not following through on promises | Being 

mean or unkind | Manipulating | Complaining 
| Gossiping | Being critical | Disrespectful | 

Impure, vulgar, or coarse joking.



An orphan is rebellious, resists authority, 
has a hard heart, and is not easily teachable.  

A child of God has strength to be 
submissive, a soft, broken & contrite heart, 

and is teachable.

Orphans vs Children of God



An orphan is defensive, can’t listen well & 
bristles at the charge of being self-righteous. 

A child is open to criticism standing under 
Christ’s perfection, and is able to examine 

their unbelief.

Orphans vs Children of God



An orphan needs to be right, safe, secure, is 
unwilling to fail, or tolerate criticism & can only 

handle praise.  

A child’s able to take risks & fail since their 
righteousness is in Christ & need no record to boast 

in, protect or defend. 

Orphans vs Children of God



An orphan tends to be ungrateful, complains, 
is bitter, has a critical spirit & tears others 

down.  

A child relies on the Holy Spirit to guide the 
tongue, praises, edifies, gives thanks & 

encourages.

Orphans vs Children of God



An orphan gossips, needs to criticize & feel 
right, they often claim to have the gift of 

‘discernment’.  

A child is able to confess their own faults, finds 
out when they are themselves wrong & eager 

to grow through it.

Orphans vs Children of God



An orphan boasts of themselves. 

A child boasts of Jesus & reveals 
their own weaknesses.

Orphans vs Children of God



This week, try not to gossip, 
complain, criticize, blame shift, 
make excuses, defend yourself, 

boast, or deceive.

A Challenge


