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God has a design for our lives, but we departed from His design & ended up in 
brokenness. Let’s begin by reading from where that departure & brokenness began, 
Genesis 3:1-19 in your pew Bibles… 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had 
made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in 
the garden’?” 

2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3but 
God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, 
and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 

4“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5“For God knows that 
when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 
& evil.” 

6When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food & pleasing to the 
eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some & ate it. She also gave some 
to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7Then the eyes of both of them were 
opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together & made 
coverings for themselves. 

8Then the man & his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the 
garden. 9But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10He answered, “I 
heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 11And he 
said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 
commanded you not to eat from?” 12The man said, “The woman you put here with me - 
she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”  

13Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman 
said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”  

14So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 
“Cursed are you above all livestock 
    and all wild animals! 
You will crawl on your belly 
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    and you will eat dust 
    all the days of your life. 
15And I will put enmity 
    between you & the woman, 
    and between your offspring & hers; 
he will crush your head, 
    and you will strike his heel.” 

Stopping there for a moment, this is known as the protoevangelium, the first 
announcement of the gospel. The verse introduces two base elements of the Christian 
faith - the curse on mankind because of Adam’s sin & God’s provision for a Savior from 
sin who’d take the curse upon Himself. God’s announcing the Gospel from the very 
beginning! It continues in v16… 

16To the woman he said, 
“I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; 
    with painful labor you will give birth to children. 
Your desire will be for your husband, 
    and he will rule over you.” 

17To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife & ate fruit from the tree about 
which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ 
“Cursed is the ground because of you; 
    through painful toil you will eat food from it 
    all the days of your life. 
18It will produce thorns & thistles for you, 
    and you will eat the plants of the field. 
19By the sweat of your brow 
    you will eat your food 
until you return to the ground, 
    since from it you were taken; 
for dust you are 
    and to dust you will return.” 

It is interesting in Genesis 3:14-19 that God, addressing Satan, the one who caused the 
fall curses him proclaiming that the coming Messiah will crush him. He also curses 
Adam for following the leadership of his wife by cursing his work. The difficulty of work 
is always a reminder of the fall. But God doesn’t use the word ‘curse’ when it comes to 
Eve since it will be through her the Messiah will come. Instead, her desire, and the 
desire of women who follow her, will always be to rule over their husbands just as Eve 
did with Adam in the garden. The desire to usurp the husbands leadership role is a 
reminder of the fall. So, just as the husbands hard work is a reminder, the wives desire 
to be ultimate leader of the family is a reminder of the fall. Sin has born a desire in us to 
overrule God’s ordained plan for all relationships, and God remedies that here. 
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But that’s a whole different sermon, and Genesis 3 is the origination of our brokenness. 
It happened. God created. Adam & Eve were real. We have lineages which trace back to 
them in the Bible. It states through her offspring the Savior will come, which couldn’t 
happen if she were not a real person. Science always trails behind Scripture. Scientists 
are seeing now, through DNA tracing, that the human race is traced back to one man, 
Adam. Many, out of the fear of sounding like an uneducated fundy, do great intellectual 
gymnastics to manipulate these simple truths & make them palatable to everyone. But 
when you accept Scripture, everything falls into place & makes sense. 

Last week we saw how Jesus left us with a mission to make disciples of all peoples. His 
last command, our first concern in Mt 28:18-20…“All authority in heaven & on earth 
has been given to me. 19Therefore go & make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father & of the Son & of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end 
of the age.”  

Our corporate call to tell others the good news which God made good on, his Genesis 
3:15 promise - a way for them to live again the way they were designed to live. In right 
relationship with God & each other. The Gospel - as old as time! God instituted a plan of 
redemption from the moment of the fall! And we’re endeavoring to learn a relational, 
conversational way to bring people that help they need through the Gospel of Jesus.  

Last week I asked you to write the names of people you know on cards who are far from 
Jesus & to commit to praying for opportunities to turn everyday conversations into 
Gospel conversations. Remember, it’s God who draws people to Himself. Keep those 
lists in a prominent place. Look at them often. Pray for them often. Pray God would ruin 
their plans for their own lives, so that they can discover God’s plans for themselves. Pray 
all their idols would fail them, anything they trust to reveal its faultiness, so they can 
find the unlimited faithfulness of God in Christ. Pray God would bring them to the point 
that they realize nothing else will save or make them whole except Jesus. Pray the 
chaotic world we live in would push them past simple platitudes & humanistic solutions 
to our problems which don’t address the underlying sin of humankind - pray God lifts 
their thoughts higher, to Himself, to Creation, to understanding the Fall, and their need 
of salvation! 

This week we’re going to look at a place we know all too well - a place we’re calling 
brokenness. We live in a broken world. You don’t have to look far to realize it.  

In the United States today, 30% of children live in single-parent homes. There are over 
407,000 children & youth in foster care, and 34% were placed with other relatives. An 
estimated 20 million people are ensnared in some kind of addiction. Schools are 
organizing drag queen shows for children in bars, and families attend! The FBI crime 
clock says that in 2017 a violent crime happens every 24.6 seconds, which is definitely 
more frequent now. People are moving out of cities as crime rates rise. Philadelphia has 
a record number of murders this year, and Wawa is not expanding & will be closing 
stores due to this. Other major retailers are pulling out of cities due to crime. Subway 
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usage in NYC is decreasing exponentially given the violent crimes committed in them. 
Criminals get out with a slap on the wrist & turn around only to do the same again a 
week later.  

We’re a Humpty Dumpty nation. We’ve fallen, we’re broken & we can’t figure out how to 
put all the pieces back together again. And it’s not for a lack of trying. We all recognize 
what’s wrong in our world today. We all have a sense of the brokenness, and stoop yet 
once again  to fix them with worn out tools. We argue teaching values in the public 
schools. We attempt to provide health care for every individual. We study prison 
recidivism rates & implement behavior modification programs to reduce them. There 
are all kinds of people trying all kinds of things to put our nation back together again.  

But no need to look at the greater society around us. We only need to look into our own 
hearts & see the brokenness reflected there. Or, in the broken relationships of our 
families & friends….fortunately for us, God’s given us the solution. We know that God 
has a design for each of our lives, but the Bible tells us that we choose to depart from 
that design.  

We choose to depart from God’s design. This has been true from the fall. Adam & 
Eve thought they knew better than God (Gen. 3:1-7). The Biblical word for departing 
from God’s design & going our own way is sin. We all do it. Isaiah 53:6…We all, like 
sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid 
on him the iniquity of us all. Romans 3:23…for all have sinned & fallen short of the 
glory of God.  

When we depart from God’s design, it always leads to brokenness. We know 
when our communion with God is broken, it feels like fear, shame, guilt & loneliness. 
Gen. 3:8-10 reveals the change in the demeanor of Adam & Eve - once they had open 
fellowship with God, now they hide & cover themselves in shame. We likewise hide from 
God & each other, constantly living in some level of shame.  

Brokenness disrupts God’s design. It disrupts spiritual life; Gen. 3:14-15  tells us 
we have an enemy in Satan who lies & destroys relationships. Brokenness disrupts 
family life; in Gen. 3:16 - we find pain in childbearing. It disrupts married life; Gen. 3:16 
speaks of the stress sin has placed on marriage relationships. It disrupts work life; Gen. 
3:17-19a tells us as a result of sin we will toil hard to scrape together a living. And it 
disrupts physical life; Gen. 3:19b speaks of death as a result of sin.  

Brokenness helps us see our need for change. We try to cover our own sin, but it 
doesn’t work (Genesis 3:7). We do what we can to fix our own brokenness through bad 
relationships, drugs, alcohol, or striving to be better, but nothing works. Brokenness 
seems like a bad thing, but in many ways it’s good because it’s how God gets our 
attention. God’s made way out of our brokenness via the Gospel.  
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Repetition’s a great teaching tool. So, let’s go through the 3 Circles diagram as we did 
last week. I want you prepared to share Christ with others, for this to be ingrained in 
us… 

CIRCLE 1: God has a design for every area of our lives - families, marriages, money, sex 
life, work life & just plain life. God designed us to be in relationship with Him, that’s 
circle one you draw for your listener. 

CONNECTOR 1: But…we have all departed from that design, which the Bible calls sin. 
We’re born with a sinful nature - sin comes naturally to us. There’s no one who gets it 
right. Romans 3:23 tells us…“…for all have sinned & fall short of the glory of God…” 
Which means, we all sin & fall short of God’s perfect design - the arrow you’d draw next.  

CIRCLE 2: Then draw another circle explaining this sin leaves us in brokenness. 
Brokenness is easy for most of us to understand. It comes in the form of broken 
relationships, addiction, depression, discouragement, guilt & shame. We all want out of 
brokenness, so we try to fix it - that’s the squiggly lines coming out of the circle. We 
medicate & numb this brokenness in a variety of ways. We go one of two ways, we 
become licentious, or legalistic.  

Some of us give up & give in to degradation, or seek identity through work, money, 
power, or false sexual identities - this is licentiousness.  

While others strive to be better people, hoping that somehow, someway, our good will 
outweigh the bad - we try to make ourselves to be right (self-righteousness). We then 
look at others with disdain when they don’t measure up to our standards - that’s 
legalism. But suffice it to say, we all look for ways to alleviate our pain either through 
being bad, or being good.  

But…in doing that, we just get more & more broken. Brokenness feels like a bad thing, 
but in many ways brokenness is a good thing because it’s how God gets our attention. It 
makes us recognize our need. When we feel broken on the inside & everything’s all 
messed up, we know something needs to change.  

CIRCLE 3: Then we draw another circle stating there’s good news, which is what the 
word Gospel means. God sent Jesus to live a perfect life, die the death we deserve & be 
raised to life again. Proving He is who He says He is & can do what He says He can do. 
Jesus came to forgive our sins - to heal our brokenness.  

CONNECTER 2: Then we draw an arrow to that circle from the 2nd, stating the Biblical 
word for change is repent. Repent simply means to turn around, to turn away from one 
thing to another. Brokenness is what gets us ready to give God’s solution a try, which is 
to repent & believe the Gospel. When we realize, the change we really need comes 
from Jesus we turn to, and place our trust & belief in Him. 
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CONNECTER 3: Then we draw an arrow from that to the 1st circle stating, when we 
repent & believe in Him, He gives us His Spirit who helps us recover & pursue God’s 
design. Then Jesus sends us right back out into a broken world to tell others how to find 
their way out of brokenness as well.  

Now, let’s practice this again!  

Push past the awkward - grab someone close to you & use your napkin to walk through 
this diagram as if they were a friend with whom you were sharing the Gospel. Again, 
we’re using napkins to remind ourselves that this can be done very easily over a meal. 
Draw it out explaining each step as I have, then switch & allow the other person to do it. 
Remember if you’ve downloaded the 3 Circles App to your phone already, you can use 
that if it’s easier, which does give you verses to share as well which I think is important. 

I’ll give you a few minutes… 

My challenge to you again this week is this…practice this 3 more times with 3 different 
people than last weeks. Again, this is practice, so you can even do it with another 
Christian - train them too! Doesn’t matter who you do it with, just practice. BUT…if you 
can, this time make two of those people non-believers! And if anything wonderful 
should happen, please email me about it so we can share those stories! 

Only two questions remain for us… 
1. Will we choose to take God’s way out of brokenness? (Pray) 
2. Will we choose to help others find their way out of brokenness? (Pray)
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