
COLOR CHANGES IN TEXT INDICATE SLIDE CHANGES  
Remember our corporate & individual calling in Matthew 28:18-20, which the Church 
has termed The Great Commission, where Jesus said…“All authority in heaven & on 
earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go & make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father & of the Son & of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them 
to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.” 

Turn with me to p743 in your pew Bibles where we will read Acts 1:6-11 where Jesus 
reiterates this point in His last words to the disciples. This comes on the heals of Christs 
crucifixion, resurrection & appearances to the disciples as alive. Today we read His last 
words before the ascension. It begins…Then they gathered around him & asked him, 
“Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”  

You can hear in this statement the apostles expected the kingdom of God to be 
immediate. Probably, although Jesus had been clear, they expected some sort of political 
freedom from Rome. It would’ve been natural after the temporary extinction of hope by 
the Crucifixion, that this desire would’ve been revived with force when they saw Jesus 
alive after the crucifixion. But they don’t understand the nature of the kingdom of God, 
it’s within them & will take  time & suffering to see it built in others. That Jesus chose 
them & us to build His kingdom through our witness which transcends governments & 
suffering. He won’t pave the easy route, but calls us to be participants in the building of 
His kingdom with all its difficulties. So, in v7…7He said to them: “It is not for you to 
know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea & Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  

If we drew what Jesus just said, it would look like concentric circles going farther & 
farther out from Jerusalem, to Judea, Samaria & the beyond. Multiplicative in the hearts 
of people extending to every people group on the globe like water drops on a pond. But 
continuing in v9…9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a 
cloud hid him from their sight. 10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was 
going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11“Men of Galilee,” 
they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been 
taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into 
heaven.” 
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He’ll return on that great & dreadful Day of the Lord when all mankind will be judged, 
or justified in what they’ve chosen. Have they chosen Christ, or turned away. When 
everyone gets what they desire. But as that’s in the future. We don’t know when it will 
come, outside of Matthew 24:14 which says…“And this gospel of the kingdom will be 
preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” 
Nations in Scripture is translated from the greek, Ethne, meaning culturally/
linguistically distinct people groups, not nations of political boundaries. So, when Jesus 
says go & make disciples of all nations, He’s saying preach the Gospel in all these, to the 
goal of a viable church being born in each evangelizing its own people & others.  

Right now, Joshua Project claims there are a total of 17,427 people groups in the world. 
And that 7,415 have yet to be reached with the Gospel - 42.5% of the worlds people 
groups. Think about that in light of Matthew 24:14. We support work in Lebanon, which 
has a total of 26 people groups out of which 8 are unreached. In Syria, where we also 
support work, there’s a total of 37, out of which 18 are unreached. In Afghanistan where 
my 3 foster sons are from, there are 70, with 68 of them unreached! In Eritrea where my 
1 foster son is from there are 17 with 9 unreached. And surprisingly, in the USA, there 
are 522, out of which 98 are unreached! 

There’s work to be done, we may not know the hour of Christs coming, but in the 
meantime, the church is called to witness - otherwise, it’s not the church. Since the 
church is about what God’s about, and this is what God’s about - having a remnant of all 
peoples in His kingdom. Some have a specific calling to witness to people groups 
oversees. Some just right where they are. Wherever you find yourself, that’s the mission 
field God’s called you to serve. So, if we took the time to draw maps of all our efforts in 
sharing Christ in our various contexts there would be a growing number of separate 
points of concentric circles across the world like raindrops on a placid lake. Because 
each person who comes to Christ should take on this vision of sharing the Gospel. 

Proverbs 29:18 says, “Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint.” 
When we’re not given a clear meaningful vision, we flounder & become destructive. The 
proverbial image is of a people whose restraints have been removed going mad with 
freedom.  

Words like vision, purpose & mission are extremely important to the human psyche. 
They’re the words which enable people to endure under the worst of circumstances. 
When the Nazi’s made jews move sand from one side of the compound to the other then 
back again, over and over, they were trying to make them purposeless. But the Jew 
having been embedded with the idea of being the people of God, gave them purposes 
beyond that moment to survive & even thrive after the war.  

A church without a vision can flounder in the same way. A church must have a clear 
vision of who they are & what they’re called to do. Remember, God’s word is revelation 
from the outside, it comes with clear direction which not only brings salvation to our 
souls, but direction in the kingdom building task God has set before us. 
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Fortunately, Jesus has not left us without a mission. At the start of the history of the 
church, Jesus has gathered the disciples & is about to ascend to heaven. Before leaving, 
Jesus gives this command to be His witnesses to all peoples. This is still the command & 
God’s vision for the church today. It’s the reason we’re doing EV training tonight since 
we need to be equipped. The reason we’re doing Alpha in January for people to hear the 
Gospel in a comfortable environment. Plan on attending both, and inviting to Alpha - 
pray for those you’ll invite, that God would soften their hearts to be open. These are only 
2 tools, there are others, but you can start with them. The Holy Spirit will use them, but 
they’re absolutely useless if they stay in the toolbox. We often shy from the calling & 
preoccupy ourselves with the wrong things. It’s like a wife’s Honey-Do-List. Filled with 
things like, hang that picture, or fix that step broken since 2012! But her husband has a 
toolbox collecting dust in the basement, he’s too preoccupied with football to get the 
tools out & fix things. A hammer must be wielded by someone with some knowhow.  

What does witness mean for you when you think about Jesus? Are you indifferent? Or, 
do you think just being nice reveals the Gospel? Do you only say, “God loves you!” 
Instead of clearly articulating, we’re all sinful & in need of repentance before a holy 
God? Are you afraid of the reactions? Have you ever shared your faith verbally? What 
will your life’s work say was the most important thing to you in the end? The Greek word 
for witness is martys, from where we get the word martyr. Which instantly tells us 
something about the initial witnesses of Jesus. They were so committed to telling others 
about Him they didn’t give a second thought to the preservation of their own lives.  

Many are preoccupied with their own plans, taking lightly sin, not pursuing holiness & 
calling. But Hebrews 12:3-4 tells us…Consider him who endured such opposition from 
sinners, so that you will not grow weary & lose heart. 4In your struggle against sin, 
you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. Revelation 2:10 states…
Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of 
you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even 
to the point of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown.  

Before giving this command, Jesus makes a promise, they’ll “receive power” (Acts 1:8). 
The power of God’s Holy Spirit will come upon & dwell inside them. Turning vessels of 
clay into something precious & powerful. We don’t witness alone. We witness about 
God, with God, by the power of His Holy Spirit. You have God’s Spirit dwelling within 
you. If you think, “I’m not comfortable talking to other people about Jesus,” be assured: 
you can, not because you’re so smart & brave, but because you have God’s Spirit to help 
& guide. Remember what Matthew 10:19-20 tells us…do not worry about what to say 
or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, 20for it will not be you 
speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Jesus wanted the good 
news of the Gospel to spread from Jerusalem outward. The message was to transcend 
cultures moving up to Samaria & out the ends of the earth. For several hundred years 
God had been preparing the way for the message to spread quickly using both the 
Greeks & the Romans. 
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The Greeks were all about education & culture.They’d set up universities & learning 
centers from Egypt to Italy. The result was a common language among differing nations. 
Like English today, the New Testament would be written in Greek & the message could 
spread rapidly. Rome was all about military advancement; looking to control by force. 
To manage armies you need infrastructure. Rome built that. God used those roads to 
create safe & rapid travel for 1st century missionaries. 

There was only one problem. The Christians loved Jerusalem & their fellowship with one 
another (Acts 2:44-47).  They weren’t interested in leaving town & being uncomfortable 
- indifference had set in. If you don’t do Acts 1:8 you get Acts 8:1. Following the stoning 
of Stephen we read…And there arose on that day a great persecution against the 
church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea & 
Samaria, except the apostles (Acts 8:1). It was the uncomfortable truth of persecution 
that would drive those early Christians from Jerusalem; they would take the message 
with them, and spread it to the entire world. God uses persecution (Acts 8:1) to 
accomplish a witness of the gospel (Acts 1:8).  1

But Jesus’ command didn’t originate with Him! The introduction of the Bible’s found in 
Genesis 1-11 which begins with the creation account, Adam & Eve, The Fall, etc. Then 
the story, or plot of the Bible, begins in Genesis 12 & runs all the way through to the 
conclusion in Revelation 5, which ends the story of the Bible. The basics to the 
introduction are...God creates mankind, mankind falls into sin, God deals with sin, 
mankind grows & multiplies, until finally we get to the point where in Genesis 6:5 it 
says...‘The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the 
earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all 
the time.’ This comes just before & is the reason for the Flood. God, being holy, can’t be 
in fellowship with sinful creatures - sin & holiness are like oil & water - can’t mix.

In His desire to be in relationship with us, God had to deal with sin. We see this in the 
Flood where Noah & his family remain in the Ark for 40 days of rain. A year later they 
run aground & God gives them a rainbow saying, “Noah, I’m never gonna do that again 
on the face of the earth.” Mankind then again begins to grow & multiply, and in Genesis 
11 God creates the nations, or these people groups, at the Tower of Babel by scattering 
them into various languages...which ends the introduction.  

God loves each of these different people groups equally. He could’ve spoken His good 
news to each in their own language. Instead, He chose to use people to reach people, 
perhaps to train us in the process of becoming more like Himself. He picked one man, 
Abram (Abraham), and said, “Abram, I’m gonna bless you! I’m gonna be your God, 
you’re gonna be my people. The reason I’m gonna bless you Abram, isn’t simply so you 
can say, “Praise God, I’m blessed.” That’s half of it. I also want you to be a blessing to all 
the peoples I created out of the tower of Babel. I want to bless you in order for you to be 
a blessing to all the nations of the earth.” That promise is found in Genesis 12:2-3...“I 
will make you into a great nation & I will bless you; I will make your name great, and 
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you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will 
curse; and all peoples on the earth shall be blessed through you.” This promise, or 
Covenant, God gives to Abraham falls into two basic top line/bottom line components. 
 
The top line of the Covenant is, God desires to bless His people. It’s who He is & how He 
reveals His character & glory. But never are His blessings solely for us. God desires us to 
emulate Him in blessing others, to pour out what we receive from Him. We’re not a 
bucket, rather a piped vessel being filled & passing along His blessing. God already 
knows whom He wants to bless through you. Blessing coming in & going out!  

Which is the Bottom-Line responsibility we have, to bless others! Not just to those like 
us, but all peoples. Those who may live in different areas of our cities, or the world. But 
how do we know this? God said PEOPLES would be blessed through Abraham. The 
term’s already plural, and as that S is added, we’re asked to view all the people of the 
world divided up into their various tribes, tongues & ethnic groups. 

For example...Pakistan’s one nation politically, but in God’s eyes, it’s made up of many 
different people/ethnic groups (nations) who have different languages, customs, foods & 
possibly gods. Some are the Bhil, Sindhi, Baluch, Pushtun, Shina, Chitrali, Balti, Punjabi 
& Kashmiri. If the Gospel breaks out among the Punjabi, would they naturally share the 
blessing of knowing the one true God with other groups around them? No, people 
naturally steer away from people different from themselves. Knowing this, God put in 
one simple word which changed everything for Abraham. He said, ALL peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you. Genesis chapter 12 is actually The Great Commission! It’s 
the foundational theme running through God’s Word. God’s working toward the goal of 
redeeming people from every tongue, tribe & nation!  

Christians usually attribute The Great Commission as having been given by Jesus but 
He was just reiterating the great call of old. He didn’t initiate the idea of reaching all 
nations. Missions didn’t begin with Jesus, it began with Abraham after the Tower of 
Babel. Jesus simply reiterated what God had already promised Abraham, when God said 
all peoples would be blessed through him. Jesus reiterated we should go to all peoples, 
building on God’s promise to Abraham by using the words ALL nations.  

Let’s not miss the larger picture of what God’s doing. He wants to use people, including 
us, to reach the nations for His glory & chose to use us! He created you for a reason, it’s 
our primary purpose. God’s blessed us to be a blessing to all nations! The concept of God 
blessing ‘All nations’ through us fills the Old Testament. God’s a global God & we have a 
role in His plan!  

Let’s look at a few OT passages noticing the Great Commission in them. Notice the 
references to a global application in 1 Chronicles...“Sing to the Lord, all the earth; 
proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his glory among the nations, his 
marvelous deeds among all peoples.” (1 Chron 16:23-25) God’s a global God, passionate 
about receiving worship from all peoples. Isaiah 61:11…“For as the soil makes the sprout 
come up & a garden causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign Lord will make 
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righteousness & praise spring up before all nations.” Jeremiah 3:17...“At that time they 
will call Jerusalem The Throne of the LORD, and all nations will gather in Jerusalem 
to honor the name of the Lord.” Daniel 7:14… And there was given him dominion, and 
glory, and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations, and languages should serve him: 
his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom 
that which shall not be destroyed. And, Malachi 1:11...“My name will be great among 
the nations, from the rising to the setting of the sun. In every place incense & pure 
offerings will be brought to my name, because my name will be great among the 
nations,” says the Lord Almighty. The OT’s filled with God’s heart to reach all nations! 

Now looking at the NT we ask, did Jesus understand the Abrahamic Covenant to be the 
foundational starting point of the Gospel? Or, did He say to His disciples, “The Old 
Testament’s outdated. I’m gonna give you a new revelation...” In other words, did He 
fully understand the Abrahamic Covenant as being the foundational starting point for 
the story of the Bible? The answer’s found in Luke 24:45, but to best understand it, you 
have to understand context. He’s almost completed His life on earth, suffered, died, 
risen from the dead & now He’s with the disciples. We find Jesus in teaching mode 
reviewing the Scriptures. It says, “Then he opened their minds so they could understand 
the Scriptures.” Jesus is meeting with His disciples just before He ascends into heaven, 
to give them marching orders - His last command, our first concern - saying the most 
important thing.  

And, how many themes did Jesus want to convey? We’d think a bunch were important, 
sanctification, justification, grace, mercy, holiness...maybe 15 to 20 major themes. He 
didn’t - Jesus said only two. This is what he said...“He told them, ‘This is what is 
written: The Christ will suffer & rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance & 
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
You are witnesses of these things.” 

So, the first theme...“The Christ will suffer & rise from the dead on the third day,” which 
means forgiveness of sins, freedom from the penalty of death, a relationship we can now 
have with God, referring to the top line blessing of the Covenant. The second...
“Repentance & forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem” referring to the bottom line of the Covenant, our blessing of 
others. Jesus broke the entirety of Scripture down into top-line/bottom-line. 

There was an expert in the law in Matthew 22 who said to Jesus, “Teacher, which is the 
greatest commandment in the Law?” (V36) He seemed to expect one answer, but Jesus 
gave two! The first...“You shall love the lord you God with all your heart and soul and 
mind and strength.” Referring to the relational blessing of the top line of the Covenant. 
And the second’s like it, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” referring to the 
bottom line! We’re blessed by God, don’t we want the same for our neighbor? I don’t just 
want my neighbor well fed & to have justice - I want him to know salvation in Jesus!

If you look at the Ten Commandments, the first four commands deal with your 
relationship with God, referring to the top line of the Covenant. The next six deal with 
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our relationship with others, referring to the bottom line. Top line/Bottom 
line...running the entire way through Scripture like railroad tracks, allowing us to read 
God’s Word as one book!  

When Jesus was opening their eyes to the Scriptures, to which Scriptures was He 
referring? He referred to & taught missions/Gospel to His disciples from the Old 
Testament, proving two things. First, He’d suffer & rise from the dead on the third day, 
which had already occurred by this time. And second, repentance & forgiveness of sins 
would be preached in His name to All Nations. Jesus was preaching the Great 
Commission from the Old Testament. The Gospel was already 2000 years old then & 
over 4,000 years old today. God’s desire to reach all nations has been there from the 
beginning....it's the very heart of God & He wants to use us to accomplish it! 

Let’s peek at the very end of the Bible in Revelation 5:9, the conclusion! It says...“And 
they sang a new song: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll & to open its seals, because 
you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from EVERY tribe 
and language and people and nation.” God made a promise in Genesis 12 to use people 
like us to reach all ethnic groups (all nations) & fulfills that promise in Revelation 5:9 - 
everything in between is mission! What God set out to do in the beginning of the Bible, 
using us, God pulls off at the end of time, through us!  

This tells us God intends to use people like us to reach all nations! Each time we go to 
the Scriptures, we should be seeing God’s heart for the world & the big picture of how 
God wants to ultimately use our lives! Maybe you didn’t know God’s plan was to impact 
nations through you, but that’s why we want to discover...how God wants to use us! And 
it starts right here in our Jerusalem & will extend across the world! Wouldn’t you like to 
meet some Pakistani or Afghan who said at the end of days, “It’s because you shared 
with your coworker that I am here I the kingdom of God now due to the ripple effect of 
the Gospel chain across the world!” That can & will happen if you & I are obedient to our 
calling - so come to the EV class tonight. Be praying for your people to invite to Alpha, 
and plan on coming with them! 
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