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1 Peter = Persecution of Believers 
2 Peter = Deals with False Teachers



PETERS TWO LETTERS 5 THEMES 

1. The suffering of Jesus which led to salvation.  
2. Our practical response to the knowledge that 

God will judge our actions at the last 
judgment.  

3. The hope we have in the return of Jesus.  
4.Order in society & church.  
5. Then, the role Scripture has in providing 

guidance in our lives.



2 Peter 3:1-2 
Dear friends, this is now my second letter 

to you. I have written both of them as 
reminders to stimulate you to wholesome 
thinking. 2I want you to recall the words 
spoken in the past by the holy prophets & 
the command given by our Lord & Savior 

through your apostles. 



2 Peter 3:15-16 
Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience 

means salvation, just as our dear brother 
Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that 
God gave him. 16He writes the same way 

in all his letters, speaking in them of these 
matters. His letters contain some things 

that are hard to understand, which 
ignorant & unstable people distort, as they 

do the other Scriptures, to their own 
destruction.



1st Theme:  
Christ’s suffering which led to salvation.



1st Theme:  
Christ’s suffering which led to salvation. 

GOD’S HOLINESS 

“he had done no violence, neither was any 
deceit in his mouth” (Isa 53:9)



1st Theme:  
Christ’s suffering which led to salvation. 

GOD’S HOLINESS 

He didn’t give us the death we deserved,  
but gave us what we didn’t deserve… 

eternal life in Christ. 
  

Received/passive righteousness,  
vs earned/active righteousness.



2nd Theme:  
Our practical response to the knowledge that 

God will judge our actions at the last judgment.  

Leviticus 19:2… 
“Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and 

say to them: ‘Be holy because I,  
the Lord your God, am holy.



3rd Theme:  
The hope we have in the return of Jesus  

Reward & Judgement



“Living in every instance in the judgment of God 
makes our life what it is. Living in the judgment of 
God is the creative power that makes us what we 

actually are. We do not make ourselves what we are; 
God’s judgment about us makes what we are, for the 
judgment of God works very differently from human 
judgment…I am what God thinks about me. God’s 
judgment carries with it the immediate power of 
execution. God’s decree creates what it says…

Peter Brunner



If God decrees, ‘He is my beloved child,’ then that is 
what I really am, even when so much seems to speak 
against it…God’s judgment about you & me creates 
the basic foundation of our existence. I live as I live 
in the judgment of God. I am what I am through the 
judgment of God. Any weight that I might place on 

the scale of my life produces only a superficial & 
temporary swing. But what God’s judgment brings 

into my life shifts the balance for all time & eternity. 
That is why the question of what God thinks of me is 

the most important of all questions.”
Peter Brunner



Romans 8:17… 
Now if we are children, then we are heirs - 

heirs of God & co-heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we share in his sufferings in order 

that we may also share in his glory.





4th Theme:  
Order in Society & Church.



5th Theme:  
Scripture providing guidance. 

“Scripture cannot be broken” 
John 10:35  

‘Be true to yourself’ - ‘Live your truth,’ - ‘Follow your heart.’  

“I am the way, the Truth, and the life, no one comes 
to the Father except through me.”  

John 14:6



2 Peter 3:3-7 
3Above all, you must understand that in 

the last days scoffers will come, scoffing & 
following their own evil desires. 4They 

will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he 
promised? Ever since our ancestors died, 

everything goes on as it has since the 
beginning of creation.”



2 Peter 3:3-7  
5But they deliberately forget that long ago 
by God’s word the heavens came into being 
& the earth was formed out of water & by 
water. 6By these waters also the world of 

that time was deluged & destroyed. 7By the 
same word the present heavens & earth are 
reserved for fire, being kept for the day of 
judgment & destruction of the ungodly. 



2 Peter 3:8-10  
8But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: 

With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and 
a thousand years are like a day. 9The Lord is not 
slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 

slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 

repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come 
like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a 

roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and 
the earth & everything done in it will be laid bare.



2 Peter 3:11-13 

Since everything will be destroyed in this way, 
what kind of people ought you to be? You ought 
to live holy & godly lives 12as you look forward 
to the day of God & speed its coming. That day 
will bring about the destruction of the heavens 
by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 

13But in keeping with his promise we are 
looking forward to a new heaven & a new earth, 

where righteousness dwells.



With biblical assurance,  
Gods people endure in awaiting Christs 

2nd coming, even when others mock, 
perceiving it to be aimless & purposeless.  

Faithful Christian living enables us to 
await the coming of Christ with patience, 

humility & endurance. 



Joel 2:30-31 
I will show wonders in the heavens & 

on the earth, blood and fire and 
billows of smoke. The sun will be 
turned to darkness & the moon to 

blood before the coming of the great 
& dreadful day of the Lord. 



Zephaniah 1:17-18… 
“I will bring such distress on all people that they 

will grope about like those who are blind, 
because they have sinned against the Lord. 

Their blood will be poured out like dust & their 
entrails like dung. Neither their silver nor their 
gold will be able to save them on the day of the 

Lord’s wrath.” In the fire of his jealousy the 
whole earth will be consumed, for he will make 

a sudden end of all who live on the earth.



The day of the Lord is both  
a day of judgment & salvation.



Isaiah 65:17… 
“See, I will create new heavens & a 
new earth. The former things will 
not be remembered, nor will they 

come to mind..”



2 Peter 1:2-3… 
Grace & peace be yours in abundance 
through the knowledge of God & of 

Jesus our Lord. 3His divine power has 
given us everything we need for a godly 
life through our knowledge of him who 
called us by his own glory & goodness.



2 Peter 1:5-9… 
For this very reason, make every effort to add to your 
faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6and to 

knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; 
and to perseverance, godliness; 7and to godliness, mutual 

affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8For if you 
possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will 
keep you from being ineffective & unproductive in your 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9But whoever does 
not have them is nearsighted & blind, forgetting that 

they have been cleansed from their past sins.



2 Peter 1:14-18… 
So then, dear friends, since you are looking 

forward to this, make every effort to be found 
spotless, blameless & at peace with him. 15Bear in 
mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation…

17Therefore, dear friends, since you have been 
forewarned, be on your guard so that you may not 
be carried away by the error of the lawless & fall 

from your secure position. 18But grow in the grace 
& knowledge of our Lord & Savior Jesus Christ. To 

him be glory both now & forever! Amen.



Kevin DeYoung… 
“Avoid these false teachers telling you 
anything goes. Make an effort to be 

godly. Grow in grace.”



Hebrews 12:1-3… 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 

great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders & the sin that so easily 
entangles. And let us run with perseverance the 

race marked out for us, 2fixing our eyes on Jesus, 
the pioneer & perfecter of faith. For the joy set 
before him he endured the cross, scorning its 
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God. 3Consider him who endured such 
opposition from sinners, so that you will not 

grow weary & lose heart.


