
COLOR CHANGES IN TEXT INDICATE SLIDE CHANGES  
(Much of what we learn today comes from an article titled, Major Themes In 1 & 2 Peter,  

by Youssry Guirguis, published June 22, 2017 in Spectrum Magazine) 

Poonam is a covert to Christianity in India from a Hindu background who’s suffered 
greatly due to her belief in Jesus. When she converted to Christianity she was beaten & 
kicked out of her house by her husband & barred from seeing her children. But despite 
this, through faithful prayer & her everyday decisions to follow Christ, the Lord restored 
her marriage & has allowed her to witness to her husband & children. Poonam reads & 
studies God’s Word daily. She says Isaiah 41:10 has special meaning for her… “Fear not, 
for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, yes, I 
will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.” She says, “My Bible is 
everything to me, it’s the living word of God. Without it, I can’t live.”   1

First & Second Peter were written for practical purposes. The 1st deals with persecution 
of believers, the 2nd deals with false teachers. Peter dealt with both in theological terms. 
The persecution of the believers caused Peter to meditate on the suffering, death & 
resurrection of Christ. The false teachers caused him to address the fact that they won’t 
escape judgment.  

Peter’s two letters address 5 major themes… 
1. The suffering of Jesus which led to salvation.  
2. Our practical response to the knowledge that God will judge our actions at the last 

judgment.  
3. The hope we have in the return of Jesus.  
4. Order in society & church.  
5. The role Scripture has in providing guidance in our lives.   2

He begins chapter 3 of 2Peter saying…Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. 
I have written both of them as reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking. 2I 
want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets & the command 
given by our Lord & Savior through your apostles. 

Wholesome thinking references orthodoxy, right thinking, living in purity out of 
holiness, the preservation & living of Gospel Truth. Again Peter emphasizes the words of 
the Prophets, honing in on the importance of the Gospel message of Scripture. He 
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begins to acknowledge the words of Christ & even elevate the NT Apostles writings to 
the level of Scripture. Seemingly referring to Pauls writings in vv15-16 in the same line 
with OT Scripture when he says…Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means 
salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave 
him. 16He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His 
letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant & unstable 
people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.   

According to Peter, Paul wrote under God’s inspiration & even his writings are being 
distorted by false teachers. The early Church was already taking these epistles as 
authoritatively Gods Word - the NT forming right before our eyes!!  

The first of Peters 5 themes, Christ’s suffering which led to salvation, dictates that His 
suffering serves as a substitute for sinners. In 1Peter 2:22-24, Peter drew images from 
Isaiah 53 focusing on the sacrificial suffering servant. The sacrifices in the OT 
constituted the gospel for Israel. Pointing the way to communion & fellowship with God, 
necessary due to Gods holiness, since sin demanded the payment of death.  

Contrary to popular belief, God’s central attribute is holiness, not love. Yes, God is love, 
but His primary attribute is holiness. If we focus only on His love without holiness, we 
open up the door to say, “Well, He wouldn’t make me do anything hard, He’s loving.” 
Since we’ve redefined love to mean anything an individual wants. In Christian witness 
we begin with God’s holiness, not His love. But many preachers & social commentators 
do the opposite. God’s first holy & when we grasp that we can give ourselves over to His 
lordship & experience His love! The Levitical system as presented in the OT reveals this 
& knowing it we can much better understand & appreciate the gospel as set forth in the 
NT. The one foreshadows the other & is a type of it. 

The sacrificial system served as a type foreshadowing of the death of Christ. Every 
sacrifice in the OT pointed towards the Messiah. In the symbolic sanctuary services of 
ancient Israel, the sinner was to bring an animal sacrifice without blemish (Exod 12:5; 
29:1; Lev 1:3, 10; 22:21). Every animal sacrificed represented Christ, “the lamb of God, 
which takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). The animal sacrificed by the 
repentant Israelite was to be without blemish, perfect, because it symbolized the 
spiritual perfection of Jesus. Peter likened Christ to the lamb without blemish & without 
spot in 1Pet 1:19. Jesus is the only human who ever lived a sinless life. As such, His life 
was acceptable to His Father, and His death a perfect sacrifice for sin because “he had 
done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth” (Isa 53:9). His perfection & 
death were due to the demands of a holy God. 

Due to His sacrifice & subsequent resurrection, Gods holy & right wrath is satisfied, 
payment's been made. A legal transaction has occurred & we receive His righteousness. 
His perfect record is applied to us since God is love, He did not give us the death we 
deserved, but gave us what we did not deserve…eternal life in Christ. We term this 
received/passive righteousness, as opposed to earned/active righteousness. There’s 
nothing we do to earn it, it can only be received which is the good news of the Gospel; a 
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gift undeserved! We could never live a perfect life, but Jesus did for us. When a person’s 
convicted & understands what Christ has done for them, they simply repent, believe & 
receive the perfect righteousness of Christ; sealed for eternity by the Holy Spirit! When 
God looks at the repentant sinner placing their trust in Christ for salvation, He now sees 
on us Jesus’ perfect record - His record imputed to us (laid upon us) because God is 
both holy & loving. Sin has to be paid for & He loved us enough to pay the price for it. 
This is a necessity since Holiness & Sin are like Oil & Water, they cannot mix. 

Then we have Peters second theme, our practical response to the knowledge that God 
will judge our actions at the last judgment. This theme places Christians to be true 
followers of Christ. The way one should behave & live is critical because Peter links 
between man’s behavior & God’s judgment (1 Pet 1:17 & 2 Pet. 3:11). Christians are 
called to be holy as God is holy (Lev 19:2). In the OT, the word for holy means to set 
aside, dedicated for holy use; which is to be sanctified - to be made into the likeness of 
Christ. That I give up my plans for my life, and take on God’s plan for my life. In Christ 
your life is not your own (never really was).  

The concept of holiness isn’t abstract. Holiness, includes practical obedience to Gods 
law which relate to the physical being. In Leviticus, if you want to be holy, love your 
neighbor as yourself; show hospitality to strangers, be a person of justice, etc. Holiness 
is so essential the book of Hebrews says, “without holiness no once can see God” (Heb 
12:14b). At every step of life the call to holiness confronts us: in the office, the classroom, 
at home, in business, with friends, foreigners, in acts of worship & in the family. 
Holiness means committing myself in obedience to the Great Commission in Mt 
28:18-20, that as we go about life we make disciples of all nations. Anything standing in 
the way of our calling, the smallest of sin, must be turned from & killed off. Christ is 
both Savior & Lord. 

Remember, Peter was confronting heresies, false teachers, some of which did, or would, 
teach that due to the Grace found in Christ, you can live however you want which 
wouldn’t be evidence of a transformed life. The Christian moves from being slave to sin, 
to slave of righteousness - gratitude for what’s been done in us through Christ as savior, 
drives us to obedience to Christ as Lord - where true freedom’s found! 

Let’s say your dad saved money for you to go to college. He gives that to you as 
unmerited favor, a fathers gift to his child. Does he then expect you to go to college, 
smoke pot, drink, chase women & fail out? No, he wants what’s best for you. To study, 
improve yourself, gain skills for life to give back through a good career. Sometimes a 
child does fail out, which doesn’t negate their relationship with the father. Dad just says, 
well, I will continue to love & instruct him to find his way. But it’s more glorifying to the 
father to attend school, respect the gift & graduate! 

The third theme Peter discusses is the hope we have in the return of Jesus. A hope, a 
future reward awaiting us in heaven, a reward which can’t be taken away. He highlights 
reward & judgment. Believers will receive a future reward while the wicked will be 
destroyed. Judgment means to justify. Peter says God will judge or justify everyone 
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according to their deeds (1 Pet 1:17). God will judge the living & the dead (1 Pet 4:5). 
And, judgment will start in the household of God (1 Pet 4:17). That even we will stand 
before the judgement of God. Peter Brunner gives comforting words about this.  

He says…“Living in every instance in the judgment of God makes our life what it is. 
Living in the judgment of God is the creative power that makes us what we actually are. 
We do not make ourselves what we are; God’s judgment about us makes what we are, for 
the judgment of God works very differently from human judgment…I am what God 
thinks about me. God’s judgment carries with it the immediate power of execution. 
God’s decree creates what it says…If God decrees, ‘He is my beloved child,’ then that is 
what I really am, even when so much seems to speak against it…God’s judgment about 
you & me creates the basic foundation of our existence. I live as I live in the judgment of 
God. I am what I am through the judgment of God. Any weight that I might place on the 
scale of my life produces only a superficial & temporary swing. But what God’s judgment 
brings into my life shifts the balance for all time & eternity. That is why the question of 
what God thinks of me is the most important of all questions.” 

So, in Christ, God’s judgment’s a good thing - we receive righteousness (rightly related 
to God) & God judges us on Christ’s record, not ours - God judges me in Christ now as 
His child with full rights as a son or daughter! I am what God thinks about me as 
Romans 8:17 says…Now if we are children, then we are heirs - heirs of God & co-heirs 
with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his 
glory. But, Peter’s clear, for the unrepentant & false teacher, it’s a different story. Theirs 
ends in destruction, which is actually just & good of God. 

If there was a race, with a prize for all who finish. Some in the crowd say, “Nah, I’m not 
running.” And walk away. Then another group says, “I’ll run to the end.” And do. 
Running as best they can crossing the finish line at different times. But one leaned over 
to you at the beginning saying, “See you at the end, I’m gonna cheat.” He ducks into the 
woods & hails a taxi to the finish line. How would you feel if you ran the whole race well 
only to find that those who said they wouldn’t run, and the one guy who cheated were all 
there enjoying the prize! That wouldn’t be just. God is just, He will not be fooled. 

According to the fourth theme, order in society & church, the apostle Peter lived in 
troubled times & learning the divine order in both society & church was of fundamental 
importance then, as it is now. God’s order has been established in society, in marriage, 
at home & in relationships. Which is why we need to grow in knowledge of Christ, being 
given courage to walk in obedience since those things are under such attack now. 

Fifthly, the theme of scripture providing guidance. Scripture is the product of divine 
inspiration. “Scripture cannot be broken” as John 10:35 says. Authoritative; the only 
truly trustworthy thing we have. Divine revelation from outside ourselves. We don’t say, 
‘Be true to yourself’, or ‘Live your truth,’ or ‘Follow your heart.’ These are pop-culture 
sayings of the unrepentant. We know our own hearts to be deceitful. We need God’s 
Word to come to us as outside guidance. Christ said, “I am the way, the Truth, and the 
life, no one comes to the Father except through me.” (Jan 14:6) There are not many 
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truths, there’s only Christ as revealed in the Bible. Peters letters place great emphasis on 
how Christians should treat each other. Apart from just knowing Truth, believers should 
live it, which we get from Scripture. Truth is consistent with the heart, mind, will & 
being of God. Truth makes us a true people of God, and it helps us to love & to be loved. 

Given all Peter’s said, he reminds us of the time in which we live now, and our future 
hope saying…3Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, 
scoffing & following their own evil desires. 4They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he 
promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the 
beginning of creation.” 5But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the 
heavens came into being & the earth was formed out of water & by water. 6By these 
waters also the world of that time was deluged & destroyed. 7By the same word the 
present heavens & earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment & 
destruction of the ungodly. 

We live among scoffers now. Denying Creation, the Flood, Christ & His return. But 
Christians, convicted of these things, remember God’s revealed all we need to know 
about Creation, history & our future. We take it at face value; we believe it. And like we 
said in the past, His story is being confirmed consistently over time even if scoffers 
won’t admit it. The flood was a purging, the Day of the Lord will be complete destruction 
& re-creation. But although that’s true, God’s patient…8But do not forget this one thing, 
dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are 
like a day. 9The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. 
Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 
repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear 
with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth & everything done in 
it will be laid bare. 

Which begs Peters next question which puts life into perspective…11Since everything 
will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live 
holy & godly lives 12as you look forward to the day of God & speed its coming. That 
day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt 
in the heat. 13But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven 
& a new earth, where righteousness dwells. 

With biblical assurance, Gods people endure in awaiting Christs 2nd coming, even when 
others mock, perceiving it to be aimless & purposeless. Faithful Christian living enables 
us to await the coming of Christ with patience, humility & endurance. “In the Old 
Testament the day of the Lord was the future time when God would vindicate his holy 
name, bring judgment on the unbelieving, and gather his people into a new kingdom of 
righteousness & peace.”  3

 John Piper, “What Sort of Persons Ought You to Be?” sermon, Bethlehem Baptist Church, Minneapolis, MN, June 13, 1982], 3

Desiring God, https://desiringgod.org/messages/what-sort-of-persons-ought-you-to-be
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Peter’s just reiterating what God has already said through the OT prophets in the past. 
Joel 2:30-31 says…I will show wonders in the heavens & on the earth, blood and fire 
and billows of smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness & the moon to blood before 
the coming of the great & dreadful day of the Lord. Zephaniah 1:17&18 reads…“I will 
bring such distress on all people that they will grope about like those who are blind, 
because they have sinned against the Lord. Their blood will be poured out like dust & 
their entrails like dung. Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on 
the day of the Lord’s wrath.” In the fire of his jealousy the whole earth will be 
consumed, for he will make a sudden end of all who live on the earth. 

The Scriptures replete with these references to the great day of the Lord (Malachi 3:2; 
4:1-2, 5; Isaiah 2:11-17; 13:9-13; Amos 5:18-20; Zephaniah 1:7; Obadiah 1:15; Isaiah 
34:1-17; Jeremiah 46:10). 

And we must remember, the day of the Lord’s both a day of judgment & salvation. All 
human hearts will be justified in where they stand before God. Those who’ve denied 
Christ will get what they’ve always desired, those who’ve repented & believed in Christ 
will get what they don’t deserve. Some will choose hell for themselves, some everlasting 
life. The hope here is the justice of God - all wrongs will be righted & something 
wonderfully new for those who’ve fallen under the Lordship of Jesus. Verse 13 
references the new heavens & a new earth tying us back to the prophecy found in Isaiah 
65:17 where it says…“See, I will create new heavens & a new earth. The former things 
will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind..” 

Verses 14, 17 & 18 recall the beginning of 2Peter, especially 1:2-3…Grace & peace be 
yours in abundance through the knowledge of God & of Jesus our Lord. 3His divine 
power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him 
who called us by his own glory & goodness. And he continues in vv5-9…For this very 
reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 
6and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to 
perseverance, godliness; 7and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, 
love. 8For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from 
being ineffective & unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9But 
whoever does not have them is nearsighted & blind, forgetting that they have been 
cleansed from their past sins. 

This leads to Peter’s final words which encompass the whole scope of 2Peter…. 14So 
then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found 
spotless, blameless & at peace with him. 15Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means 
salvation…17Therefore, dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your 
guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of the lawless & fall from your 
secure position. 18But grow in the grace & knowledge of our Lord & Savior Jesus 
Christ. To him be glory both now & forever! Amen.  
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Kevin DeYoung summarizes it like this…“Avoid these false teachers telling you anything 
goes. Make an effort to be godly. Grow in grace.”  Paul said it this way in Hebrews 12…4

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders & the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, 2fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer & 
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, 
and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3Consider him who endured such 
opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary & lose heart.

 Kevin DeYoung, “Why We Must Pursue Holiness,” The Gospel Coalition, November 26, 2010, https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/4
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