
7:00-8:30p 

Men on Tuesdays 
Women on Thursdays 

On the first floor.

Sonship Starts  
this week!

jason@sixeight.org for materials





Open your pew Bibles to  
2 Peter 1:1-15 on p830  

read along.



For the Ermine

Purity is more precious than life!



DOCTRINE: the set of beliefs held by the Church. 

DOGMA: the set of principles laid down by God’s 
authority & incontrovertibly true. 

THEOLOGY: what we believe to be true of God & 
humankind as informed by the Scriptures.  

ALL CENTRAL TO THE CHRISTIAN LIFE!



If you begin with wrong assumptions  
you end with wrong conclusions  

which is devastating!



Grace & Peace 
multiplied to us in abundance 

through the knowledge of God & 
Jesus our Lord!



Virtue/Goodness 
behavior shown in high moral standards 
knowledge of God lived out in daily life



-Seven Virtues-  
faith, hope, love (charity),  

prudence (wisdom), justice,  
fortitude (courage),  

temperance (self-control)



HOLINESS & LOVE 
All Christian Virtue



“But why must we grow in grace, 
making every effort to increase in 

virtue; to earnestly, faithfully, 
diligently pursue holiness?”



1. We pursue holiness so that 
we might become partakers of 
the divine nature (1:4).



2. We make every effort to grow 
in godliness because God has 
already set us free from the 
corruption that is in the world 
because of sinful desire (1:4).



3. We grow in grace so we will 
not be ineffective & unfruitful  
in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ (1:8).



4. We pursue Christlike 
character so we will not be 
blind, having forgotten that we 
were cleansed from our former 
sins (1:9).



5. We work hard at holiness in 
order to make our calling & 
election sure, so that we will 
not fall (1:10).



6. We practice these godly 
qualities so there will be richly 
provided for us an entrance into 
the eternal kingdom (1:11).



7. We pursue godliness because 
Jesus is coming back again in 
great power, and we know this 
to be true because of the glory 
revealed on the Mount of 
Transfiguration & because of the 
prophecy of Scripture (1:16-21).



8. We walk in obedience to 
Christ because those who 
wander into sensuality are 
condemned & will be destroyed 
(2:3).



9. We are serious about holiness 
because we believe God knows 
how to judge the wicked & save 
the righteous (2:4-10).



10. We turn from ungodliness 
because those who revel in sin 
are ugly blots & blemishes, 
irrational animals, unsteady 
souls, and accursed children 
(2:10-16).



11. We pursue holiness because 
sin never delivers on its 
promises (2:17).



12. We pursue holiness because 
those who live in their sin again 
are like those returning to 
slavery, returning to the mire, 
and returning to vomit 
(2:19-21).



13. We must remember to be 
holy so we will not be drawn 
away by those scoffers who will 
come in the last days following 
their own sinful desires (3:3).



14. We make every effort to be 
godly because the world will not 
always continue as it does now; 
the heavens & the earth are stored 
up for fire, being kept until the 
day of judgment & destruction of 
the ungodly (3:4-7).



15. We must take Christlikeness 
seriously right now because we 
do not know when the Lord will 
return (3:10).



16. We pursue holiness because 
all our works will be exposed 
on the last day (3:10).



17. We pursue holiness because 
whatever we live for in this life 
will be burned up & dissolved 
(3:11).



18. We strive to walk in 
obedience & repentance 
because in so doing we may 
hasten the coming of the day of 
God (3:12).



19. We live in righteousness 
now because we are waiting for 
new heavens & a new earth in 
which righteousness will dwell 
forever (3:13).



20. We pursue godliness so that 
Christ might be glorified both 
now & to the day of eternity 
(3:18).



We’re called to grow into this knowledge, 
and live it for the glory of God, and the 

betterment of ourselves & others.  

Exactly because wrong assumptions lead 
to wrong conclusions which leads to 

destructive behavior. 



An Instagram Post… 

Two ideas that will never  
agree with one another… 

Made in the image of God,  
and total depravity.



“Mark what I say. If you want to do good 
in these times, you must throw aside 

indecision, and take up a distinct, 
sharply-cut, doctrinal religion… 

If you believe little, those to who you try 
to do good will believe nothing.” 

J.C. Ryle



Christianity without distinct doctrine is a 
powerless thing. It may be beautiful to 
some minds, but it’s childless & barren. 

No dogma, no fruits!  
No positive evangelical doctrine,  

no evangelization!



1 Peter 1:14-16 

“As obedient children, do not conform 
to the evil desires you had when you 
lived in ignorance. 15But just as he 

who called you is holy, so be holy in 
all you do; 16for it is written: “Be 

holy, because I am holy.”



Holiness - Qadowsh 

Separate-Distinct-In a class of your own



Holiness - Qadowsh 

to be entirely morally pure,  
all the time & in every way possible.



Homework: 

Meditate on 2 Peter 1:1-15 

And another article: 
How Can I Glorify God?



Doctrinal purity leads to holiness & 
love, deepening our experience of 

grace & peace… 

It is more precious than life!


