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“If Christ has not been raised, our 
preaching is useless & so is your faith” 

1 Cor. 15:14

“If Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is futile, you are still in your sins” 

1 Cor. 15:17



Matthew 27:62-28:15
P680 in your pew Bible



5 Strands of Evidence 
-The empty tomb



Doubting Thomas
John 20:24-29



1 Corinthians 15:3-7 (with v8 included)
For what I received I passed on to you as of first 

importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the 

third day according to the Scriptures, 5and that he 
appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 6After that, 
he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers 
& sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, 
though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to 

James, then to all the apostles, 8and last of all he 
appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.



5 Strands of Evidence 
-The empty tomb

-The post-crucifixion appearances



Post-Resurrection Encounters 
Mary Magdalene (John 20:10-18), Mary & the 

other women (Matt. 28:1-10), Peter (1 Cor. 15:5), 
two disciples on the way to Emmaus (Luke 
24:13-35), ten apostles (Luke 24:36-49), eleven 

apostles (John 20:24-31), seven apostles (John 21), all 
the apostles (Matt. 28:16-20), five hundred 

disciples (1 Cor. 15:6), James (1 Cor. 15:7), all the 
apostles again (Acts 1:4-8), and finally, later, to 

Saul, who became Paul (Acts 9:1-9)



Characteristics of Jesus’ Body 
Bore the marks of the wounds in His hands, 

feet & side (John 20:20). Could be seen & 
touched as a physical body of flesh & bone 

(Matt. 28:9; Luke 24:37-39). Invited people to 
examine His body (Luke 24:39-40; John 20:20, 27). Ate 

& drank with His disciples after His 
resurrection (Luke 24:41-43; Acts 10:41)



The Trustworthiness of Luke
Acts 1:3…After His suffering, He 

presented Himself to them & gave many 
convincing proofs that He was alive. He 
appeared to them over a period of forty 
days & spoke about the kingdom of God.  



The Trustworthiness of John

The Pool of Bethesda - John 5:1-15



The Trustworthiness of John

The Pool of Bethesda - John 5:1-15
The Pool of Siloam - John 9:7
Jacob’s Well from John 4:12

Stone Pavement - John 19:13
Pilate’s identity



The Trustworthiness of 
Scripture

“Archaeology hasn’t produced anything that is 
unequivocally a contradiction to the Bible. On the 

contrary, as we’ve seen, there have been many 
opinions of skeptical scholars that have become 

codified into ‘fact’ over the years but that 
archaeology has shown to be wrong.” - John McRay
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5 Strands of Evidence 
-The empty tomb

-The post-crucifixion appearances 
- The transformation of the apostles

- The emergence of the Christian 
church

- Sunday became a day of worship



The Truth of Christianity uniquely 
stands or falls on the resurrection.

Your faith & witness are not 
futile or useless!

You are not still in your sins, 
you are free!


