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I have been constantly on the move. I have been in 
danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in 
danger from my fellow Jews, in danger from 

Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the 
country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false 
believers. I have labored and toiled and have often 

gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst 
and have often gone without food; I have been cold 
and naked. Besides everything else, I face daily the 

pressure of my concern for all the churches. 
2 Corinthians 11:26-28



“And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am 
going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will 

happen to me there. I only know that in every 
city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and 
hardships are facing me. However, I consider 
my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is 
to finish the race and complete the task the 

Lord Jesus has given me—the task of 
testifying to the good news of God’s grace. 

Acts 20:22-24



22This is why I have often been 
hindered from coming to you. 

Romans 15:22



But now that there is no more place for 
me to work in these regions, and since I 

have been longing for many years to 
visit you, I plan to do so when I go to 
Spain. I hope to see you while passing 
through and to have you assist me on 
my journey there, after I have enjoyed 

your company for a while. 
Romans 15:23-24



Paul was a Church Planter



“All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:18-20



“Keep watch over yourselves and all 
the flock of which the Holy Spirit has 
made you overseers. Be shepherds of 
the church of God, which he bought 

with his own blood.” 
Acts 20:28
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Recruit 
Train 

Deploy 
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JESUS  
was all about the organized church



Now, however, I am on my way to Jerusalem in the 
service of the Lord’s people there. For Macedonia and 

Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for the poor 
among the Lord’s people in Jerusalem. They were pleased 
to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles 
have shared in the Jews’ spiritual blessings, they owe it to 
the Jews to share with them their material blessings. So 
after I have completed this task and have made sure that 

they have received this contribution, I will go to Spain and 
visit you on the way. I know that when I come to you, I 
will come in the full measure of the blessing of Christ. 

Romans 15:25-29



And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know 
about the grace that God has given the Macedonian 

churches. In the midst of a very severe trial, their 
overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in 
rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as 
they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely 

on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the 
privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. 

And they exceeded our expectations: They gave 
themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will 

of God also to us. 
2 Corinthians 8:1-5



Giving 

Helps the poor 
Unifies people



Giving 

Helps the poor 
Unifies people 
It’s contagious  

“your enthusiasm has stirred most of them to action.” (2 Co 9:2) 



Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will 
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously. Each of 
you should give what you have decided in your 

heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
And God is able to bless you abundantly, so 
that in all things at all times, having all that 

you need, you will abound in every good work. 
2 Corinthians 9



Now he who supplies seed to the sower 
and bread for food will also supply and 

increase your store of seed and will 
enlarge the harvest of your 

righteousness. 
2 Corinthians 9



You will be enriched in every way so that 
you can be generous on every occasion, 

and through us your generosity will 
result in thanksgiving to God. 

2 Corinthians 9



This service that you perform is not only 
supplying the needs of the Lord’s people 

but is also overflowing in many 
expressions of thanks to God. 

2 Corinthians 9



Because of the service by which you have 
proved yourselves, others will praise God 
for the obedience that accompanies your 
confession of the gospel of Christ, and for 
your generosity in sharing with them and 

with everyone else. And in their prayers for 
you their hearts will go out to you, because 
of the surpassing grace God has given you. 

2 Corinthians 9



Paul was kingdom minded 
He was a church planter 

A mature church is a giving church 


